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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

Governor Abbott has authorized county judges to make the decision to “opt-in” to allow bars to 
open at 50% capacity effective October 14, 2020. The reopening is subject to bars and bar patrons 
following State Minimum Standard Health Protocols for bars. The Minimum Standard Health 
Protocols for bars are incorporated in the Order that I have signed today electing to “opt-in” to 
allow bars to open at 50% capacity effective October 14, 2020. Said Order and the attached 
Minimum Standard Health Protocols for bars are on the McLennan County website. 
 
I did not make this decision lightly. I received input from the Commissioners Court at today’s 
meeting which unanimously favored opting-in. I also heard information from our Local Health 
Authority that indicated that the normal way bars operate would lead him to an opposite 
conclusion. However, the Minimum Standard Protocols, if followed, should relieve those 
concerns to a significant extent. 
 
It is my assumption that a good many of the bars have already converted to a TABC designation 
of bar/restaurant and are already open.  Therefore, this decision affects what I believe to be a 
fairly low number of entities.  I am also assuming many of the patrons of those bars currently 
closed are going to bars/restaurants that allow them to consume alcohol.  Again, the risk 
associated with bars opening will be greatly reduced by following the Minimum Standard Health 
Protocols such as limiting capacity to 50%, only serving persons seated at tables, six foot distance 
between tables, restrictions on number of persons at a table, employees and patrons wearing 
masks except when seated if keeping 6 foot of distance not possible, reduced service hours, etc.   
 
I support independent businesspeople. In addition, it is everyone’s individual responsibility to 
protect themselves and others by following the guidelines from the CDC and the State, and people 
should understand the risk they are taking upon themselves (and others) by going into social 
environments.   
 
Taking all these factors into consideration, I decided to sign the order to Opt-in. I intend to closely 
monitor compliance through the help of law enforcement and the TABC and will remain in close 
contact with local public health officials. I will not hesitate to opt the County back out if the 
situation warrants.   

 
















